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T s little Book hath been printed from two manuscripts, neither of
which is in the hand writing of the authoress. One was long possessed by
a family related to Lady Margaret, and is new much torn and defaced ;
the other is the property of Sir Walter Scott, Bart., who, with his wonted
and well known generosity, allowed. it to be transcribed by the Editor.
I know not whether the original documents be still.extant ; and the
point is of very little importance :. s0.1 bave not annoyed; with tiresome
plications, those in whose custody, the memorial and letters may ‘possi-
l.ify now rethain: but I will tranble my reader with some notices re-
-pecﬁxrﬂm lady’s family, because I am. neot aware that sundry of them
have ‘been ‘printed. Her grandfather, Lord .Glencairn, was one of
the most celebrated among the. reforming Peers, who:lent a rough hand to
the Scottish reformstion. Milder men, snd milder measures, might liave
left us still bondslaves to our Lady of Habylon and our.Ledy of
He was the intimate frienid of John Knox, who is said te have dm%enoed,
st an early period of the Reformation, the Sacrament in his hall at Finlay-
ston ;—the silver cup then nsed having been long after treasured up in tze
family :—and from him he probably imbibed the useful, theugh, to antiqua-
ries, the batbatous maxim, ¢ pluck down the. nest, and the rooks will fly
away.” - Lord Glencaim dnd his servants demolished the whole of the
Queen's paraphernalia in Holyroodhouse, and afterwards -overthrew the
Abbey of Kilwinning, an extensive and magnificent building; nay, he
previously hud wielded his pen, which Knox insinuates was no usual
weapon with' him, in forwarding. the gaod .cause. His satire onthe'Her-
mit of Loretto, very obscurely written, or very abominably printed, is
well known. * Our Lady’s Chapel, and the Friaz Thomas's Cell, fell be-
fore it ; and those consecrated blocks, which had enthralled the souls of
men, were converted into dungeans for thein bodies. . The present jail of
Musselburgh rose from the ruins of superstition; and for that-cause the
Pope's peculiar curse still bangs over the. devoted city. - - R
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He did not, however, rule his own family with the same happy suc-
cess ; but let that point sleep in oblivion. This good Earl, common-
ly so called, was succeeded by his son William, who married Janet,
Lughter of James Gordon of Lochinvar; by whom he had James, se-
venth Earl of Glencairn, and four daughters,—of whom the eldest, Lad
Jean, was first married to George Haldane of Gleneagles, and second-
ly to Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick of Closeburne, (Anno Domini, 1577,)
by whom she had issue his successor, Thomas. The peerage writers give
ber a third husband, Fergusson of Craigdarroch, but I believe this to be
8 mistake ; for I never could meet with any written document to prove it,
and the present representatives of that honourable family have no such
tradition among them. It is certain, also, that her husband, Sir Thomas,
married a second wife in the year 1614. I have a copy of his marriage
contract. The bride, Barbara Stewart, was a daughter of Sir Alexander
Stewart of Garlies, ancestor of the Earls of Galloway, and widow of John
Kirkpatrick of Alisland. Her first contract matrimonial is dated at Kirk-
cudbright, 3d of May, 1581—¢ Alexander Stewart of Garlies, and Dame

" Catharine Herries his mother, taking burthen on them for Barbara Stew-
art, sister to the said Alexander, on the one part, and Thomas Kirkpatrick
of Alisland, and John, his apparent heir, on the other part.” The bride’s
tocher was seven hundred merks from her brother, and four bundred from
Dame Catharine ; the bridegroom’s father engaging himself to maintain the

oung couple in his own house, and to give them an hundred merks year-

y to purchase clothes and other necessaries. Witnesses, William Max-

well, Rlaster of Herries ; Roger Kirkpatrick of Closeburne ; Roger Grier-
son of Lag ; Robert Herries of Mabie ; Gavin Dunbar of Baldoon ; Alex-
snder Cunningham of - ; John Weir of Bargetoun ; John

Crieghton, apparent of Carco; ¢ with utheris.” From this paper it ap-

pears that the bridegroom’s father and the bride’s mother could not write
their own names. :

James, Earl of Glencairn, married, September 5th, 1574, Margares
Campbell, daughter to the Lord of Glenurqubay, as the lady is entitled
in the registers of Perth, where the marriage was celebrated. In the
same register, mention is made of the baptism of their eldest daughter
Jean, which took place on the 8th of January 1575-6. Witnesses, Wil-
liam Lord Ruthven ; Colin Campbell of Glenurqubay ; and James Drum-
mond, Abbot of Inchaffray.

This poor Lady’s fate was dismal in the extreme. She died of the too
common, but seldom mortal disease,—love. Lord Cassillis bad paid his
addresses to her, and every thing was settled for their nuptials, when he
found a fairer, or a richer bride, ‘accomplishments were then, I believe,
out of the question,) and cruelly forsook Lady Jean Cunninghame. She
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died on his wedding day; and thus farnished the ca he of
Scottish songs, which now pass off as poetical fictions. truth, it is
wonderful, considering the many volumes of our national ballads which
have been published by in%enious collectors, to consider how few have
been traced to their origin. Iwill at present mention only one instance more
—* Young Beichan and Susie Pye,”—which hath been reprinted five or
six times within these few years ; yet the editors have failed to discover
that the ditty is founded on the story of Thomas Becket's father and
mother, to be met with in all the common legends of that unruly saint.

Lady Margaret Cunninghame, Lord Glencairn’s third daug{ter, ap-
pears to have been still more unlucky, as to her first marriage, than her
sister, Lady Jean. I will not trouble my readers with many details re-

ing her husband’s family, which are to be found in numerous histo-
ries and pedigrees of the Hamiltons. His ancestors, like himself, seem to
have cared little about morals, or even the common decencies of life.
The founder of the family, Sir James of Evandale, after basking for a
while in the warmest beams of royal favour, and acquiring immense
sessions, encountered a sudden overthrow. Deeply lamented by his
friends, almost pitied by his enemies, the idea of his wrongs so strongly
haunted and shook the enfeebled nerves of King. James the Fifth, that he
believed he saw him in a dream, the evil genius of himself and of his pro-
. Knox informs us, that ¢ efter Sir James Hamilton was behided,
ﬁﬂie or injustlie, we disputc not,) this visioun cam unto him, as to his
iliaris himself did declair. The said Sir James apeired unto him, ha-
vand in his hand ane drawn sword, be the quhilk fra the King he straik
baﬁl the airmes, saying to him thir words, Tak that, quhill thou resave
8 finall payment for all thine impitie. This visioun, with sorrowfull con-
tinance, he schew one the morne, and schortlie thaireftir died his two
sonis, both within the space of 24 hours; yea, some say, within the
spaice of sex hours.” '

This Sir James’s grandson, Sir James Hamilton of Libberton, married
Christian, daughter of Robert Lord Boyd, by whom he had issue ; Sir
James, his successor, in the following styled Master of Evandale ;
Thomas of Columby, whe died unmarried ; and Mary, married to Sir
James Somerville of Cambusnethan.

The Master of Evandale, alias Sir James Hamilton of Crawfordjohn,

bad several sons by Lady M et Cunninghame, all of whom died young; -
y Lady Margar } young

and one danghter, Jean, married to Sir James Maxwell of Calderwood,
Bart., the son of her mother’s second husband, by whom she had an only
daughter, married to Hay of Craignethan.

Lady Margaret, after the decease of Sir James Hamilton, became the
third wife of Sir James Maxwell of Calderwood ; and by him had two
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sons and four ters.—lst, John, from whom the present Sir Wil-
liam Maxwell is lineally descended.—2d, Sir Alexander, who married
Janet, daughter and heiress of Thomas Moodie of Saughtonball, by whom
he acquired a considerable estate; and had issue two daughters, his co-
heiresses,—Jane, married to Sir Willidm Maxwell -of erwodd, her
cousitt,-—drid Anne, who married Sir William Denholm ‘of Westshiel~=
8d, Susanna, married to James Dalziel of Johnstoun.—dth, ‘Anné, to
Major  Robert Muir of Rowallan.—5th, Margaret, to Lieutenatt-Colo-
nel ﬁ-er of Kippelaw.—And 6th, Catharine, first to Hamiltoh of Mech-
linhole ; and afterwards to the Rev. Mr Dixon. S iR
I do not know how long Lady Marguret survived her last husband;
who seems to have been a very exact contrast to the master of Evandale.
" She Lerself, by her own account, was one of those persons who exhibit
an easy disposition in the slighter: concerns of life, yet show an unexpect.
ed firmness oh particular occasions,—like the Druidical rockihg stones,
which yield to the finger, yet may not be remeved or overthrown.: Her
first 's misconduct she bore with a decent’ patience, unsullied, it
would 'appear, by weaknesses too incident te some women it her unfor-
tunate ‘situation, who are wont to complain of privations; which most
marriéd men would deem highly reasonable and Necessary. How, for in-
mc? in almost similar circumstances, wails Clapperton's Seottish Gri-
' ¢ Thus am I bunden out of blis, ot
" Unto ane churle, says I am his, - ot
- "That I dar nocht luik owr the stair,
" -Scantlie to gif Schir Johne ane kis.
‘Wa worth maryage for evermair—., -
All nicht I clatter ugon my creid,
Prayand to God gif I wer deid,
Or ellis out of this world he wair;
Then suld [, se for sum remeid,
Wa worq: maryage for evermair— .
I suld put on my russet gowne, '
My mﬁu kirtill, ymy hoisg:f brown H
And lat thame se my yallow hair,
Undir my curchey hingand down. - ..
‘Wa worth maryage for evermair,” &c.

The Marchioness of Hamilton resembled her sister, Lady Margaret, in
a religious turn, which latterly became enthusiastic, and rendered her ce-
lebrated as a heroine by the Covenanters. Spang, talking of ber son’s
peerance with an English fleet in the Frith of Forth, (anno 1689,) and 1
warlike posture immediately assumed by the Whigs, says,=¢ Prastereunda
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certe non est illustrissima Heroina Hamiltonize Marchionissa, que supra
sexum, virilis animi pro tnenda vindicum libertatis et religionis causa, egre-
gia indicia edidit, ac posthabito omni materno affectu in illustrissimum
filinm Marchionem Hammiltonium, quem tamen unice diligebat, se et sua
feederatis laborantibus benigne obtulit.” It is reported that this Clorinda of
the Covenant rode at the head of a band of her retainers, with a pair of
pistols at her saddle bow, and declared that she would be the first to
shoot her own son, were his intentions hostile to presbytery.

¢ Seepe metu sceleris pallebant ora futuri:

Sepe suum fervens oculis dabat ira ruborem.
Hel mihi ! quo rapior ? fratres ignoscite matri.
Deficiunt ad ccepta manus. mer-ﬂe fatemur
Illum, cur pereat: mortis mihi displicet auctor.”

etamorph. Liber 8.

But swallow this traditional story, kind reader, cum grano salis !

The following epistle, a copy of which I %ssess through the kindness
of Mr Constable, wgs written by my Lady Marchioness to the Rev. Mr
Livingst,one; ‘it is addressed ¢« To my assuirit friend, Mr Jhone Living-
stone,” and endorsed, « Lady Marques Hamilton :"—

« Mouch respeckit friend,—I resevit yours. I am sorie that your
maynd geiveis you not to that I so harttily wishit ; for, as I am trewe, I
had no end in it but for Godis serveis, and the bettering of your fortoune :
bot it apeiris the Lord hes soum udir serveis to you heir ; bot, believe
me, I sal steil weishe you happienes, and be

« Your effectionate frind,
“ ANNA CUNNYNGHAME.”

At Hamilton Palace is a portrait of the 'Ma.rchioness, which has been
engraved in Pinkerton’s Scottish Gallery ; a work composed of caricatures,
and calculated to make us believe that our ancestors resembled the

% Anthropophagi, and men whose heads
Do grow beneath their shoulders.”

The villanous copyists for the engravers, not contented with distorting
the features of the faces, frequently added pot bellies, and bolster arms of
their own invention, to fill up the measure of the plates. I verily believe
that the world never saw before such a foul assemblage of monsters ; and
of these, the poor ladies have come off the worst ; for, generally speak-
ing, they remind one of the « lothely dame” in the ballad of Sir Ga-
waine—
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¢ Her nose was crookt and turned outwarde,
Her chin stood all awrye :

And where as sholde have been her mouthe,
Lo! there was set her eye.

Sir Kay behelde that Lady againe,
And looked upon her snout ;
‘Whoever kisses that ladye, he sayes,
Of bis kies he stands in doubt.”

Lady Margaret luckily escaped this posthumous martyrdom, as no pic-
tare of her is known to be extant. In truth, portraits of the Glencairn
family are now very rare—the race, alas! hath passed away, even on pan-
el and on canvassa—their honours are extinct, and their forms are for-

tten.

& ¢ What is this moving tower in which we trust ?
A little winde, closed in a cloud of dust.”
Logrp StirLiNG's Julius Casar.



A Pairt of the Life of Ladyp Margaret Cuning-
bame, Maughter to the Earl of Slencairn,
that she bad with her fivst Bugband
the fMagter of Chanvale.

The just and true Account thereof,
ag it wag at fivst written with
ber oton hand.

I was maried upon the 24th of Januwary 1598, and I remain-
ed with my Lord my ffather three years, without receiving any-
" thing of my busband’s living, but was furnished by my Lord
my ffather in my abulziement, and all things needfuﬁ.

In Februwary 1601, I rode home to Evandale, and was board-
ed in ane hosteler house, while the next May following, and
then I rode again to my Lord my ffather, being great with
bairn : and I bore with his Lordship my eldest son James, on
the 4th of July, and I remained with his Lordship till the next
Februwary.* Then I rode home to Evandale again, and was °
boarded in ane hostler house six weeks, and then they wold fur-
nish me noe longer, because they gatt evill payment. Soe then
I was destitute, and I requeisted my goodfather and my good-
mother to deal with my husband to give me some reasonable
money to live upon, quhilk I refered to themselfs how meikle.
They dealt with him, but he continued carelass ; then my good-
ffather gave me ffortie merks, and my lady my goodmother gave
me eight bolls of farm meal, which I lived upon half ane year,

* October, in Sir Walter Scott’s MS.
A
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and made him and his servants welcome to his pairt of it, when
he came, which was butt at some tymes ; for then he was under
ffeed with the Earle of Mar.

In May 1602, my husband conceved a great anger against
me, (he being in fancie with Jean Boyd,) and he wold not come
in to the house I was in. I took sickness, and lay bed fast six
week. I requeisted my Lady his mother to deal with him in
my favours, but he wold neither speak to me, nor give where-
upon to sustain my selfe ; soe being altogether destitut, I was
forced to advertise my .parents, and my Eady my mother sent
my sister Mrs Sussana to Evapdale to me, and desired me to
come with her to Finlaystone.*

My sister dealt earnestlie with my husband in my favours :
he gave her fair words, and made her many fair promises, but
performed none of them. Soe in July 1602, I was compelled
to ride with her in a very disordered estate, as my Lord my ffa-
ther, and my Lady my mother, can bear record ; for my goun
had never been renued since my comeing from them. Soe they
furnished me with cloaths, and I remained with them till the
nixt harvest, when my Lord Marquess of Hamiltone caused
my husband come to Finlaystone with his Lordship, qubilk
he did at his Lordship’s requeist, and remained two or three
nights, and was reconceiled with me, and promised that he
should send for me, and bring me home again to him ; but that
day that he was to ride away with my Lord Marquess, my
Lord and my Lady, my parents, accused him before my Lord
Marquess (who was then his young chief, my Lord, his Lord-
ship’s ffather being yet alive) why ie had used me soe rigour-
ouslie without cause; and because they spoke sharplie to him
before my Lord his chief, his anger was reneued again toward

*® Finlayston, in Renfrewshire, the seat of the Glencairne family. In the
year 1470, Thomas %}rkpntrick, Dominus de Closburn, dates a procuratorial
resignation, ¢‘ apud /Vewwerk de Finlawstoun.” Probably about that period
the castle had been re-edified ; when the Cunninghams disposed of th pro-
perty in Glencairne, a small knoll near the church was reserved as a relic of
th& fonlxa.er possessions. I know not at what time, or to whom, it was after-
w 80 '
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